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PATRICIA NELSON LIMERICK

Guest columnist

Keep it a ‘sweet land of liberty’

BOULDER, Colo. — If only
William Casey were still alive,
one sometimes thinks, then just
imagine all of the questions he
would answer for us.

The idea is, of course, pure
fantasy. If Casey were alive, he
would be stonewalling, evad-
ing or maybe even lying And
we would still have plenty of
Questions for which we could
not get answers.

If he had lived into the sum-
mer of the Irancontra hear-
ings, then Casey would no
doubt have hired one of those
expensive-but-effective Wash-
ington lawyers to sit next to
him at the hearings and shout
the requisite, “Mr. Chairman, I
have never seen a client so out-
rageously bullied.”

Casey was not going to
change his mind or rethink his
actions. Like many influential
men of his generation, Casey
evidently formed his
during World War II. He then

carried over attitudes and ap-
proaches appropriate to fight-
ing Nazis in a declared war,
and applied them to Sandinis-
tas in an undeclared war.

So William Casey died be- °

fore he could be questioned,
and the major upshot of that
may well be that some Wash-
ington law firm lost an other-
wise guaranteed fee.

We are left instead, with

-questions we must ask our-

selves, How do we live with Ca-
sey’s legacy and the expansion
of intelligence-gathering forces
beyond their legitimate range?

When I finished reading an
excerpt from Bob Woodward's
Vel, an almost silly image
came to mind: of myself and
other students in elementary
school in Banning Calif., 30
years ago singing, “My country
‘tis of thee, sweet land of liber-
ty, of thee I sing.”

We were, it seemed clear at
first, fools. With the doings of
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William Casey, with covert in-
trusions into the “liberties” of
other countries, with Casey's
instinctive, emotional, alltoo-
representative conviction that
the bad behavior of our ene-
mies justifies our imitating
them in method, it seems that
only fools — and ideally, 6-
year-old fools protected from
current events — could use the
phrase “sweet land of liberty”
with a straight face.

But embarrassment over the
conflict between the nation's
ideals and the nation's prac-
tices will not help us to recover
from the doings of Casey.

Recovery requires us to
make clear that the “land of
liberty” is an image we mean,
not an image we offer to chil-
dren who don’t know better.
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